
 

AUGUST 2008 
 

VOLUME 5,  ISSUE 1 

Florida Gold Coast Estimator Florida Gold Coast Estimator Florida Gold Coast Estimator    
Chapter 49Chapter 49Chapter 49   

Executive Board  
 

Mario Garcia, President 
mariotg@gmail.com 

Donald Rolfe, CPE, 1st VP 
Balfour Beatty 

donrolfe@bellsouth.net 

John Lavelle, 2nd VP 
Facchina Construction of FL 

jlavelle@facchina.com 
 

Mike Bridis, 3rd V.P. 
Balfour Beatty  

mbridis@balfourbeattyus.com 
 

Richard Shavell, CPA, Treasurer 
Shavell & Company, P.A. 

rich@shavell.net 
 

Suzanne Breistol, Secretary 
Florida Construction Connection, Inc. 

flcc@bellsouth.net 
 

Tom Robinson 
Immediate Past President 
robinsonaspe@gmail.com 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Mike Kellum, Bluegreen Corporation 
mike.kellum@bluegreencorp.com 

 
Chuck Frost, Division Nine Interiors 

 chuck@dniiflorida.com  
 

John Bennett, Baker Concrete 
bennettj@bakerconcrete.com 

 
Abe Levy, Abe’s Flooring Center 

305.238.8681 

Henry Whidden, CPE 
Professional Estimating Solutions 
henrywhiddencpe@bellsouth.net 

 
Aziz Soliman, CPE,TEKNIX USA 

asoliman@teknixusa.com 
 

Robyn Garcia, Professional Project Solutions 
robynweissconsw@aol.com 

Bryan Baswell, Facchina Construction of 
Florida 

bbaswell@facchina.com 

Chris Peace, SKANSKA USA 
chris.peace@skanska.com 

 
Mike Thompson, Moss & Associates 

mthompson@mossmail.com  
 

President's Message 2 

August Speaker 3 

September Meeting 6 

Installation Dinner 8-9 

National Awards  10 

  

  

Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:   

August Meeting Announcement 
Tuesday, August 19, 2008 

Hollywood Holiday Inn 
 2905 Sheridan Street 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

● Networking: 5:30—6:30 pm 
● General Meeting: 6:30—7:30pm  

● $15.00 Guests & Members 
Appetizer Buffet / Cash Bar 

(Pay in advance via PayPal www.aspechapter49.com) 
Cash or Check at the door 

 
TOPIC 

Steel Stud Frame Code Compliance and the new  
Certification Requirements  

Michael J. Graham, Regional Manager of Code Compliancy  
Dietrich Metal Framing 

 
John Miller, G. Proulx 

AUGUST MEETING SPONSOR 
  

VISIT OUR NEW & IMPROVED WEBSITEVISIT OUR NEW & IMPROVED WEBSITEVISIT OUR NEW & IMPROVED WEBSITE 
 

www.ASPEchapter49.com  
 

● USER FRIENDLY FEATURES! 

● DOWNLOADABLE APPLICATIONS 

● PAYPAL® SERVICES 

● PHOTO GALLERY 

● 2008—2009 CRITICAL CALENDAR 

● ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

“Providing education, fellowship, and opportunity for professional development.” 
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Immediate Past President, 
Tom Robinson welcomes 

Mario Garcia, as the new 
President Gold Coast 

Chapter 49 
2008—2009 

TICKETS ARE ON 
SALE NOW! 
CONTACT STACEY 
MILLER FOR MORE       
INFORMATION.   
 
$10/EACH OR A 
BOOK OF 12 TICKETS 
FOR $100 
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 It is with great pleasure that I write my 
 first “President’s Corner”. For those 

that don’t know me very well, I recently 
retired from Balfour Beatty/ Centex  

Construction after 17 years as a senior estimator. 
 I have an Electrical Engineering degree from the  

University of Dayton in Ohio, and have been a part of the  
Construction Industry my entire career. 
 
I attended the National Convention in Baltimore with Jose  
Moreno, Abe Levy, Henry Whidden, Don Rolfe and our Past  
President, Tom Robinson who was named the National President 
of the Year, quite an honor for Chapter 49, and we all thank Tom 
for all the hard work and effort that he has contributed to our  
organization. The Convention was very interesting and  
informative. 
Our next General meeting will be August 19 at the Holiday Inn  
located on Sheridan Street, just west of I-95. Our meeting is held 
from 5:30 PM until approximately 8:00 PM. From 5:30 PM until 
6:30 PM is a period of Networking with other members and 
guests. Refreshments are available throughout the meeting. The 
Topic of Discussion will be presented by the Regional Manager of 
Code Compliance, Michael J. Graham, with Dietrich Metal 
Framing as our guest speaker and he will talk about Steel Stud 
Frame Code Compliance and the new Certification Requirements, 
it should be quite informative and it will be presented at 6:30 PM 
until 7:30 PM. I hope that all will be able to attend. 
The upcoming events are the “Installation of Officers Dinner” 
which will be held on Saturday, September 20th  from 7:00 PM to 
11:00 PM at the Bahia Mar Hotel in Ft. Lauderdale Beach. We will 
have a great time. Also the winning ticket for the “Las Vegas  
Raffle” will be drawn. You still have time to buy additional tickets; 
they are $10.00 each or a book of 12 tickets for $100.00. 
On October 17 at the Jacaranda Country Club we will have the  
Annual ASPE  Golf tournament. Start getting your teams ready. As 
usual it will be a grand event. With the help of all the members we 
should have a very productive and exciting year. See you at the 
meeting.  — Mario Garcia 

President’s 
Corner 



 

 On August 19, ASPE Chapter 49 welcomes Michael Graham as our guest 
speaker. Dietrich Metal Framing, a Worthington Industries Company, is the  
leading manufacturer of light-gauge framing and finishing products, systems and  
services for commercial and residential construction. Dietrich offers the largest  
selection of light-gauge framing and finishing products including drywall and  
structural framing, floor joists, roof trusses, metal lath, fire-rated assemblies,  
numerous deflection systems and an extensive line of metal, vinyl, veneer, paper-
faced, plaster and stucco beads and trims.  Dietrich Metal Framing companies and 
divisions include Dietrich Metal Framing Canada, Dietrich Design Group, Aegis Metal 

Framing, Clinch-On Products, Co., Vinyl Corp., and Accelerated Building Technologies. Together, we provide 
superior, cost-effective, single-source building and framing solutions.  Dietrich Metal Framing and Dietrich are 
trade names, trademarks and service marks of Dietrich Industries, Inc. 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

The time is NOW to pursue your certification to become a CPE.   
Chapter 49 is offering financial assistance to those that would like to 

pursue the program.  For more info: ASPEsupport@comcast.net 
 

The American Society of Professional Estimators (ASPE) has been certifying construction estimators since 
1976. While there are other certification programs in the construction industry, the ASPE program is the only 
one that tests the construction estimator’s construction knowledge and estimating skills. 
The ASPE certification process requires the candidate to write a 2500 word technical paper, in addition to  
taking two examinations. The first exam is a General Knowledge Exam (GEK) consisting of over 500  
questions across a broad variety of construction topics, including AIA documents such as the Instruction for 
Bidders and the AIA 201 Contract Between the Owner and Contractor. The candidate has only four hours in 
which to complete this test.  
Additionally, each candidate must take a Discipline Specific Test (DST). These exams are a test of the  
candidate’s specific area of expertise. Currently ASPE has Discipline Specific Tests in the following  
categories, General Estimating, Earthwork, Concrete, Roofing, Drywall Systems, Painting, Plumbing, HVAC 
Piping, HVAC Sheet Metal, and Electrical. Each exam is an eight hour test with true/false and multiple choice 
questions as well as estimating problems that are mini-estimates. As an example, a General Estimator is asked 
questions across all 16 CSI Divisions and estimating problems on Earthwork, Concrete, Wood Framing, and 
Structural Steel estimating. ASPE is continuing to develop discipline tests for the remaining major disciplines. 
Upon successful completion of the program the candidate receives the designation of Certified Professional 
Estimator, (CPE). The CPE is then required to earn points for the Continuing Certification program through 
activities such as continuing education, professional contributions, and teaching. The CPE must renew his  
certification every three years by accruing 30 points over the previous three years. 
With this testing and renewal program an employer can have a high degree of confidence in the ability of their 
estimating staff when they hire a CPE. 
 

Join the Chapter 49 Members that already hold their CPE: 
Don Rolfe, CPE, Balfour Beatty Construction 

Henry Whidden, CPE, Professional Estimating Solutions 
Limreal Blanc, CPE, Recreational Design 

Dennis Ritchie, CPE, Madsen, Kneppers, & Assoc.   
Nelson Coimbre, CPE, CDC Builders 

Chris Kneppers, CPE, Madsen, Kneppers, & Assoc.  
Aziz Soliman, CPE, TEKNIX USA 

Robert Tranford, CPE, JP Alexander/Interstate Electric 



 

     
 
We at G. Proulx Building Materials believe that in order to properly 
service our customer we must establish and maintain individual  
relationships. It is necessary to completely understand both the people 
we deal with and the special needs of different construction projects. In 
the construction industry, situations change from day to day and no job 
ever goes exactly as originally planned. We train our employees to be 
open to these changes and quick to respond in order to help our  
customers keep their clients happy and their projects moving ahead. 

 
We also feel that it is important to maintain strong ties 
and open lines of communication with our vendors so 

   that we may have product information and  
   manufacturers support readily available for our 
   customers. Incorporating these ideas into our 
   everyday operations and the mindset of our staff 
   allows us to build long-lasting relationships that 
   are beneficial to all involved. It is this  
   philosophy that has enabled us to grow and  
   become a leader in our industry. 

 

G. Proulx Building Materials 
3275 SW 42nd Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 
Phone: 954-327-3465 
Fax: 954-327-3475 

Toll Free: 800-330-4659 

Our extensive product line includes: 
• Gypsum Wallboard and Accessories 
• Metal Framing Products 
• Insulation 
• Acoustical Ceilings 
• EIFS (Senergy) 
• Lath & Trim 
• Stucco and Plaster 
• Fasteners 
• Tools and Scaffolds 
• FRP Panels and Trim 
• Sound Control Products 
• Dimensional and Treated Lumber 
• Access Panels 

august 

meeting 

sponsor 
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Director: Henry Whidden, CPE 
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Mark Your Calendars for our September Program!! 

Division 17: Premise Wiring Systems: Code and 
Coordination Conflicts and Emerging 

Technologies – What to watch for 
PRESENTED BY: 

DAVID BUTLER, RCDD 

ADVANCED DATA CABLING & CONSULTING 

ADCC, INC. 

 

 

UpcomingUpcoming  Tuesday,  
September 16th 

Hollywood Holiday Inn 

5:30pm 



 

 



 

 



 

REGIONAL REGIONAL REGIONAL AWARD S  PRESENTED AT AWARD S  PRESENTED AT AWARD S  PRESENTED AT    

NATIONAL CONVENTION TO NATIONAL CONVENTION TO NATIONAL CONVENTION TO    

GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49   

BEST CHAPTER PROGRAM 

BEST CHAPTER FUND RAISER 

BEST CHAPTER EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY 

BEST CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

BEST CHAPTER WEBSITE 

CHAPTER  MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 
Chapter Membership Increase Awards by 
Count 
For chapters with MORE than 20 members 
 
NATIONAL NATIONAL NATIONAL AWARDS  PRESENTED AT AWARDS  PRESENTED AT AWARDS  PRESENTED AT    

NATIONAL CONVENTION TO NATIONAL CONVENTION TO NATIONAL CONVENTION TO    

GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49GOLD COAST CHAPTER 49 

BEST CHAPTER PROGRAM  
National Winner Gold Coast #49 
BEST CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT/RETENTION PROGRAM 
National winner Gold Coast #49 
BEST CHAPTER FUNDRAISER 
National Winner Gold Coast #49 
 
NATIONAL CHAPTER ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
 
SUPERIOR CHAPTER  --  (25 activities) 

Congratulation to  
Chapter 49’s  

Immediate Past President 
 

TOM ROBINSON  
Recipient of the 2008 
ASPE NATIONAL  

PRESIDENT OF THE 
YEAR AWARD!! 

 
 

 

 



 

 

TEE TIME! 

Join Us for the Annual  
ASPE Chapter 49 
Golf Tournament! 
 
 
 
Jacaranda Country Club 
Plantation, Florida 
 
Friday, October 17, 2008 
Lunch & Registration 11:30am 
Shotgun Start: 1PM 
 
Foursome: $650 
Single Player: $175 
 

 
SPONSORSHIPS START  

       AT $250! 
 

To Benefit the ASPE Ch 49 
Education Scholarships 

REGISTER ON-LINE & PAY 
VIA PayPal®!! 

WWW.ASPECHAPTER49.COM 

For more information contact  
Stacey Miller at 954.975.4304 

Interested in participating on the  
GOLF PLANNING COMMITTEE?? 

Abe Levy, Chairperson 305.790.3121 



 

ASPE Chapter 49 Advertising   
Gold Coast Estimator Newsletter & Website 

 

 

Advertiser must supply art work (.jpeg format preferred) 

Advertisement design work is subject to additional fees. 

Proof provided for editing prior to print. 

Payment must be made in full prior to newsletter distribution. 
Check Payments made payable to: ASPE Chapter 49 

For more information: Stacey Miller at ASPEsupport@comcast.net or 954.975.4304 

 

To make your payment by credit card, please fill out the form below and return BY FAX to 954.975.7121.  
Your card will be processed by Shavell & Company.   
This will be reflected on your credit card statement. 

Please PRINT clearly, thank you.   
 

CREDIT CARD FORM 

 

Name on Credit Card: _______________________________________________ 

 

Billing Address: ____________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, and Zip Code: ____________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: (____) _____________________ Email: ___________________ 

 

Type of Card (please circle one):  VISA  MasterCard   

 

Card Number: _ _ _ _  -- _ _ _ _ _ _ -- _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Expiration Date:  _ _ / _ _ 

 

� I understand that my credit card will be processed by Shavell & Company. 

 

Authorized Signature ________________________________ Date ___________ 

  1 Month 3 Months 6 Months 1 Year 

Business Card $50 $150 $300 $550 

¼ Page $100 $300 $600 $900 

½ Page $200 $600 $1200 $2000 

Full Page $500 $1500 $3000 $5500 



 

 

 

 

Stay Current with ASPE News by visiting the  
National Website  

www.aspenational.org  

 

ASPE Education Board Adds Two New Programs: 

“Building Information Modeling (BIM) with an Emphasis on Green Construction” 
The purpose of this class is to give the student an overall and elementary understanding of the  
Building Information Modeling (BIM) concepts. As an introductory course to BIM, we will study the  
history and implementation of BIM and how it is used within sustainable design. The course will  
investigate workflow development including estimating, bidding, quantity take off, project  
management, supervision and the inter-relations of BIM team members. We will look at how  
companies are using BIM to reduce errors and change orders and how that relates to construction 
costs savings. Class info coming soon! 

 

301 Fundamentals of Green Building Design and Construction 
$410 for members, $440 for non-members 
 
 
 
Introduction  
The purpose of this course is to give the student an overview of design and construction delivery  
systems for high performance green buildings. We will look at the US Green Building Council 
(USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) in some detail. Sustainability 
evaluation systems will be reviewed. This course will focus on LEED-NC (new construction)  
requirements. 

 

 

MAILING & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES  
2525 Perimeter Place Drive - Suite 103  
Nashville, TN 37214  
Phone: 615-316-9200 
Fax: 615-316-9800 
Toll Free: 1-888-EST-MATE 
 
Patsy Smith  
Director of Administration 
psmith@aspenational.org  



 

 

 
Advertise in the  

Gold Coast Estimator Gold Coast Estimator 
Today!  
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Richard R. Shavell, CPA 

950 Peninsula Corporate Circle, Suite 1000 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 

(561) 997-7242 
Fax (561) 997-7262 
rich@shavell.net z www.shavell.net 

The GOLD COAST ESTIMATOR is the official publication, published 
monthly by ASPE Florida Gold Coast Chapter 49.  It is the policy of our 
Society that all material submitted for publication becomes the property of 
our Society and may or may not be published in whole or in part, at the 
discretion of the Editor.  Opinions and views expressed by contributing 
articles do not necessarily reflect the position of the ASPE or the GOLD 
COAST  ESTIMATOR. 


